96         FROM PRIVATE TO FIELD-MARSHAL
the hieroglyphics which in the course of business he in upon me.
Our Colonial Empire comprised some forty d: and independent governments, and in addition to organised states there were a number of dependencies the dominion of the Sovereign which had no f administrations, as well as large territories controll certain British Companies, and the protectorates, si Somaliland and British East Africa, under the super of the Foreign Office. All military questions cono these possessions found their way into my section, number being exceeded only by the variety of their chai They included the training, equipment, administi organisation, and employment of the local forces so these matters were referred for the advice or decision Home Government, and as the forces were still in a mentary stage such references were far more commor they now are.
Complicated questions regarding the armameni garrisons of coaling stations cropped up almost besides a host of others relating to what was then t Colonial Defence and is now known as Imperial De One of these was the control of submarine cables in t: war, practical measures for which were then being ^ out and have since proved to be of great value, protectorates, though few in number, absorbed a grea of our time, as they were invariably the scene of disturt of some kind or other. Between 1896 and 1899 there have been a dozen or more small wars in these terri such as the Uganda mutiny and Sierra Leone rebellioi not being equipped with personnel to deal with the: Foreign Office had constantly to ask the Intelligence B: as representing the War Office, for advice or inform This was not always easy to give, because so little was 1 about either the countries themselves, the quality characteristics of the troops we had raised in them, power for mischief possessed by the hostile tribes.
The heaviest part of the work lay in South i where trouble with the Transvaal had been brewing foj two years past and was daily becoming more acute.I knew little or nothing before and which was valuable to me in after years. In many respects I was his debtor, but his handwriting was amongst the worst ever seen, except my own, and I frequently had to summon his confidential clerk to decipherdd that all of them, except Sir Henry Carnpbell-Bannerman, recommended tl a capsize. The passage of rivers is also made on rafts of inflated skins supporting a frameworkiably two months' imprisc
